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SUBJECT: GATT COUNCIL AND DISC 

REF: STATE 044824 ( NOTAL) 

1. COUNCIL AGENDA CIRCULATED TO CPS MORNING OF MARCH 12 
DOES NOT RPT NOT CONTAIN NOTICE OF EC INVOCATION ARTICLE 
XXIII:2 AGAINST US ON DISC. 
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2. SECRETARIAT HAS THUS FAR RECEIVED NO LETTER OR OTHER 
COMMUNICATION FROM EC CONCERNING EC INTENTIONS RE TIMING 

OF GATT ACTION, ALTHOUGH AWARE FROM PRESS ACCOUNTS EC COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS DECIDED TWO WEEKS AGO TO PROCEED. 

3. IF SEC RECEIVES FORMAL REQUEST FROM EC RE DISC IN 
COURSE OF WORKING HOURS TODAY, ITEM COULD BE ADDED TO 
COUNCIL AGENDA UNDER 10 ( CALENDAR) DAY RULE. IN THIS EVENT, 

SEC HAS PROMISED ADVISE US MISSION IMMEDIATELY SO THAT 

US XXIII:2 LETTER CAN BE GIVEN SEC TODAY. 

4. IF FORMAL EC REQUEST ON DISC RECEIVED BY SEC MARCH 13 
OR LATER, SEC POSITION IS ITEM COULD BE ADDED TO AGENDA 
ONLY IF PARTY AT ISSUE (US) AGREES. IN THIS EVENTUALITY, 

MISSION PROPOSES TO AGREE TO ADD EC COMPLAINT TO COUNCIL 
AGENDA IF EC AGREES ADD US COMPLAINT AGAINST THREE EC 
MEMBER STATES AT SAME TIME. 

5. EC MAY CHOOSE TO RAISE DISC COMPLAINT UNDER OTHER 
BUSINESS AT COUNCIL MEETING MARCH 22. COUNCIL UNLIKELY 

TO ACT IMMEDIATELY ON SO SERIOUS AN ISSUE AND MATTER LIKELY 
BE PLACED ON NEXT COUNCIL SESSSION FOR DECISION. MISSION 
PROPOSES ANNOUNCE IN COUNCIL US COMPLAINT AGAINST THREE 
EC MEMBER STATES IF EC CHOOSES THIS COURSE OF ACTION. RIMESTAD 
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